Central Connecticut State University

Description of Core Social Work Courses

SW 226 Social Welfare Policy and Service I (Equivalent to Soc 235 at Capital Community College)
Prereq:  Soc 110 or Anth 140, Soc 111 and PS 110 or 230.  Exploration of the historical background of social work and social welfare institutions in the United States and around the world; knowledge, values and practice skills that distinguish social work as a discipline.  Field work required: 70 hours per semester.  Pre-Social Work majors only.

SW 227 Human Behavior in the Social Environment I

Prereq: Bio 111, Psy 235, and Soc 233.  Examination of individuals, families and communities, taking an ecological perspective of the life span; various cultural, economic and ethnic factors that influence lives, application of social work values and how these relate to developmental tasks in a socio-political environment.  Field work required: 70 hours per semester.  Pre-Social Work majors only.

SW 360 Generalist Social Work Practice with Individuals and Families

Prereq:  SW 226 and SW 227 and admission to Social Work major. The study of the delivery of direct services to individuals and families interacting within groups and communities; tasks and skills necessary for a generalist social worker to empower clients to modify and change their situations.  Field work required: 70 hours per semester.

SW 361 Generalist Social Work Practice with Small Groups

Prereq:  SW 226 and SW 227 and admission to Social Work major.  Use of the small group as a resource for delivering direct service in the generalist social work practice; tasks and skills necessary for the social worker to use group process to empower clients.  Field work required:  70 hours per semester.

SW 362 Generalist Social Work Practice with Families, Organizations, and Communities

Prereq:  SW 360 and SW 361.  Interventions and strategies for assisting families, organizations, and communities in the context of generalist social work practice; tasks and skills necessary to bring about change in large systems.  Recommended SW 450 and SW 451 or SW 452 and SW 453 be taken concurrently.  Field work required.

SW 368 Human Behavior and the Social Environment II*

Prereq: SW 227.  The ecosystems framework provides the foundation to examine systems of all sizes – families, groups, organizations and communities.  Special attention is given to the impact of human diversity, discrimination, and oppression in the context of these social systems.  Field work required.  It is recommended that SW 360 be taken concurrently.

SW 374 Introduction to Social Work Research
Prereq:  Stat 215.  Research knowledge and skills essential for beginning social work practice.  Theory of social research, hypothesis testing, research design, sampling, data collection techniques, and ethical issues germane to social workers.  Quantitative and qualitative research and the problem –solving model, associated with a research proposal applicable to social work practice, will be developed.  Field work required.
SW 426 Social Welfare Policy and Services II
Prereq:  SW 360, SW 361 and Econ 200.  Uses of policy analysis and planning as intervention strategies in generalist social work practice.  Recommended that SW 450 and SW 451 or SW 452 and SW 453 be taken concurrently.  Field work required.

SW 450-SW 453

(Described under Senior Field Practicums and Field Practicum Seminars.)  A minimum 200 hours per semester required.  

Social Work Electives

Two Social Work electives must be taken in order to complete the Social Work requirements for graduation.  The student may select from a variety of topics, some of which are:  Health and Social Work (SW 436); Child Welfare I (SW 437); Child Welfare II (SW 438); Puerto Ricans in Transition: A Social Work Perspective (SW 441); Social Consequences of Immigration (SW 442); and Africentristic Cultural Competence (SW 478).

Note:  The Program faculty will make every effort to keep students informed of any changes within the curriculum.  However, students must take responsibility to keep up to date on program changes.

* Change/addition to social work curriculum effective Fall, 1998.  

Senior Field Practicums and Field Practicum Seminars

(SW 450, 451, 452 & 453)

A second application process with additional eligibility requirements is necessary for admissions to SW 450, 451.  Applications must be received by March 1st or October 1st of the academic year prior to the student’s planned enrollment in the field practicum and field practicum seminar.

SW 450 Field Practicum I

Prereq:  All other requirements for the major except SW 362 and 426 (may be taken concurrently with this course); completed field application and permission of field coordinator.  Placement in a social work agency in the community for a minimum of 200 hours.  Students are engaged in social work roles and activities which help them to develop generalist practice skills and knowledge.  Must be taken concurrently with SW 451.

SW 451 Field Practicum Seminar I

Prereq:  All other requirements for the major except SW 362 and SW 426 (may be taken concurrently with this course); completed field application and permission of field coordinator.  Shared learning experience among all students placed in a community social work agency to provide an opportunity for information exchange in depth.  Case processes and agency analysis are required.  Social work philosophies, values and ethics in the social service delivery system are reinforced.  Relevant readings, assignments and projects to help students integrate theory and practice.  Must be taken concurrently with SW 450.

SW 452 Field Practicum II

Prereq:  SW 450 and 451 and permission of field coordinator.  Continued placement in a social work agency in the community for a minimum of 200 hours.  Students are engaged in social work roles and activities which further prepare them for professional practice responsibilities.  Must be taken concurrently with SW 453.

SW 453 Field Practicum Seminar II

Prereq:  SW 450 and 451 and permission of field coordinator.  Shared learning experience among all students placed in a community social work agency to provide an opportunity for information exchange in depth.  Evaluation of practice and organized community outreach in the social service delivery system are reinforced.  Relevant readings, assignments and projects help students integrate theory and practice.  Must be taken concurrently with SW 452.
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